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EUREKA | 


After all its vicissitudes, the history of New London, which we undertook 
to have writeen, is now an established fact. THE WHALING CITY, a history 
of New London, by Robert Owen Vecker, is about to make its appearance. On 
11 April, Sunday, we are having a cocktail party at the Shaw Mansion, from 
four to six P.M., to launch our new book. You are all invited to attend, 
with family and/or friends. We will have copies of the history available, 
and Dr. Decker will be present and will autograph copies for you. The reg- 


ular price is $15.00, to members it is $12.50. 

that we have to pay tax, so that will bring the 

For out-of-town members, there is an edditional 
us to get off to a successful start, and have a 


However, don't let us forget 

price of the book to $13.38. 

mailing fee of $.50. Do help 
bit of fun doing it. 


RENOVATIONS 


The custodian's quarters are now bright and sparkling, with frest paint and 
wallpaper, after what seems like a year of living in plaster dust, paint 
flekes, and general upheaval. The resident curator, who always loathed cam- 
ping, hes had a good taste of it, making coffee with the percolator on the 
floor, washing dishes in the lavatory, ducking under drop cloths to pull 
something out of the refrigerator to make a sandwich, and wondering just 
where the peanut butter was hidden, then retiring to the drawing room to munch 
in relatively dustfree atmosphere, and discovering again, that life without 
television is delightful. Now it is over, and worth it, but it is an experi- 
ence to be avoided another time. All we need now is a custodian to live in 
these charming rooms. Any bright ideas will be welcomed. 
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CONNECTICUT SACRED FIRE 


The Connecticut Sacred Fire is not the religious organization it sounds as 
though it should be. It isa "newly formed group of 100 Americen men and 
women who believe that the American dream of a new country, 4 great country, 
and a free country, is alive today as it was 200 years ago. We also believe 
that America is a truth-loving country, a world-serving country, and a Gode- 
aspiring country. Inspired by this vision which sees America as the cham 
pion of both outer freedom and inner perfection - the Sacred Fire was born in 
our searching minds and dedicated heerts.'' In commemoration of the Bicenten- 
nial they would Like to offer gratitude and appreciation to Connecticut His- 
toric Landmarks. So with our permission, on either Arbor Day, 31 April, or 
Loyalty Tay, 1 May, they will plant a flowering cherry tree (Prunus serrul- 
ata) at the Shaw Mansion, so it will stand as a symbol of our beautiful and 
fruitful American heritage and their new and growoing commitment to our coun- 
try. We are very grateful to them for adding to the beauty of the grounds 
here, and admire them for the ideals which prompted the Founding of their 
organization. 


200 YEARS AGO 


Among the patriots who won for Boston a: world-wide renown, James Otis, John 
Hancock, John Adams, Samuel Adams, Joseph Warren, Josiah Quincy, and others, 
was Benjamin Church, a respectable physician. He had made one of the best 
orations after the Boston massacre, was working hand-in-hand with the others, 
was on the Committee of Safety and enjoyed the full canfidence of all of them 
Then it was discovered, in October 1775, that Dr. Church had been heving cor- 
respondence with the British. In July he had given a letter to @ woman going 
to Newport, with directions to go on board a British mane-of-war stationed 
there, and give it to the commander. The Lady asked Mr. Wainwood, a patriot 
for help in gaining access to the captain, and Wainwood, managing to find 

out why she wanted such, got her to trust the errand to him. He told Mr. 
Maxwell, who opened the letter and found it written in characters which he 
didn't understand. There it rested, until Mr. Wainwood received a letter 
from the lady, uneasy about the one she had given him to deliver. This Led 
Wainwood and Maxwell to « conclusion that the correspondence might be con- 
tinuing ,and they told Henry Ward of Providence, who sent the letter and an 
account of the matter to Gen. Greene, who immediately referred the matter to 
Washington. The lady was questioned and eventually said Dr. Church gave her 
the letter to deliver. Dr. Church was arrested, and the letter deciphered. 
It wes mostly a description of the force of the Americans, but actually con- 
tained no disclosure of any consequence. 


A council of war was assembled on 3 October, before whieh Dr. Church appearec 
confessing he wrote the letter, but maintaining that his object was to effect 
a speedy outcome of the dispute between the Colonies and England, denying 
any intent of being a traitor. The Council was not satisfied of his innocen¢ 
and decided to refer the case to Congress, meanwhile to confine the prisoner. 
A committee of conference in the camp resolved to refer Dr. Church to the 
Messachusetts General Court for trial and punishment, with the understanding 
that no procedure should he had until the pleasure of Congress was known. 


The General Court examined him, remaining unconvinced by his speech of jus- 
tification, and expelled him from his seat. The Continental Congress, Nov. 
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resolved that he should be confined in a jail in Connecticut ‘without use 
of pen and paper and that no person be allowed to converse with him, except 
in the presence and hearing of a magistrate of the town, or the sheriff of 
the county." So he was sent to Norwich. There he was put into a narrow 
cell, which had been ventilated by one small grate, which was then blocked 
up. He was allowed to go into the jailyard once a week, around which a 
stockade had been built for better confinement. 


"Sims Edgerton, gaol keeper in Norwich, was allowed for keeping Dr. Church, 
from the 24th of Nov. to the 22d of March £30:4., Seth Miner, for building 

a yerd and pickets about said gaol to secure Dr. Church £19:13:10. The 
sheriff of New London county was directed not to suffer Dr. Church to go 

out of a close prison but once in a week, and then only with the sheriff in 
person. On 1 Jan. 1776, Congress ordered that he be moved to a more com- 
fortable prison, and on May 16, deciding that he no longer had it in his pow= 
er to do mischief, ordered him bailed for £1000, and handed over to Massachu~ 
setts Council. On 3 June, Sheriff Prosper Wetmore informed the puzzled Coun- 
ceil that Gov. Trumbull had delivered the prisoner to him" 


Dr. Church was taken to Boston by Sheriff Wetmore and lodged in the jail 
there, where he remained for over a year. An exchanged was arranged with 
Gen. Howe, Dr. Church for an American prisoner, but the inhabitants of Bos- 
ton protested and prevented it. Mobs broke into his house, pillaging it, 
leaving Mrs. Church and her children destitute of clothes or bedding. She 
had managed to save a little silver plate, with which she was permitted to 
buy passage to France for herself and her children, eventually making her 
way to England. Finally, in 1778, the General Court voted that Church 
should be allowed to take passage to the Island of Martinico. On 12 Janu- 
ary of that year, he was placed on board the Sloop Welcome, which sailed 
shortly thereafter, only to disappear in a great storm which swept the coast 
of New England. 


Prosper WEtmore, sheriff of New London County, was allowed £11:4 for trans- 
porting Dr. Church (by order of Congress) from Norwich to Boston, and thence 
to Watertown, and 9:5 for his trouble and expense with said Church when a 
prisoner in his care, from Nov. 1775, until the 27th of May 1776, and for 
waiting upon him abroad, by order of Congress, being in all £32:11:10 law- 
ful money." 

(culled from various sources) 


To Col! Jabez Huntington Lebanon, 7th March 1776 


Dear Sir = 

The unhappy Lady of D®.Church says the D*. complains much of the Treat- 
ment he has met from the Prison keeper, that his provisions have been poor, 
that he has given him considerable to buy fresh provisions, & to do errands 
for him, that he has received many affronts from Edgerton.= These are mat= 
ters that require examination - if Edgerton has provided only salt provisions 
surely 8/ p.week is much too high = the facts may be doubtless known on 
examining, and shall be oblidged to you to make it before you come up. 

The D'. moves for better Treatment, and that he may be removed to Windhan, 
hearing the room is more commodious and likely to be better for him; when 
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the Council meets again shall consider of that = am by no means desirour 
to do any thing not required of me, that is grievous to the Doctor or his 
Lady or children. | 
Have heard nothing from our armies either Eastward or Northward, hope th 
Supream Director of all events, will cover the heads of our children & of 
our Army in the day of Battle and Danger - Grant them success, turn away our 
Enemies back from us, dispossess them of any footing on this Land, convince 
our Enemies of their mistaken Measures, and Shew them that their attempts 
against our Rights, properties & Liberty are injurious and such as he will 
| render abortive. 
. I am, with Esteem & Regard 
Sir, Your Obed", affectionate 
| ' and Humble Servant 
Jon©" Trumbull 
(from manuscript in NLCHS colkction) 


TO REFRESH YOU THIS SUMMER 


To make raspberry, strawberry, cherry, or other such waters. 


Take the ripest raspberries, strain them through a linen cloth to express 

all the juice out of them. Put this in a glass bottle uncorked, and set it 
in the sun, in a stove, or before the fire, til cleared down. Then decant 
it gently into another bottle, without disturbing the faeces which are at 

the bottom. 


To half a pint of this juice, put a quart of common water, and a quarter of 

a pound of sugar. Beat all together, by pouring backwards and forwards from 
one vessel into another, strain it through a linen cloth, and set it to cool 
in a pail of ice. It is a fine colling draught in the summer. 


Strawberries, cherries, &c. are done in the same manner. 
(from Valuable Secrets, 1795) 
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